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BUILTH WELLS TOWN COUNCIL 

YNGOR TREF LLANFAIR-YM-MUALLT 

Minutes of an Meeting of Builth Wells Town Council on 12h January 2016 commencing 

at 7.00pm in The Strand Hall, Builth Wells. 

Present: Councillors: 

B.Reardon(Mayor),J.Price.(Deputy),M.Prynne,B.Watkins;A.Jones..D.Jones;L.

Jones 

Apologies for Absence :Cllrs J.Richards;T.Layton;A.Richards 

Absent: Cllr B.Chard 

Others:County Councillor A.York;Mr M Price 

Declaration of Interest:None 

Minutes 

BW/008/16 Minutes 

a) To authorise the Chairman to sign the minutes of the extraordinary of 

the 5th Janaury 2016 as a correct record. 

Proposed Cllrs J.Price/M.Prynne   Unaninious 

b) Clerks Report:None 

 

BW/009/16 County Councillors Report: 

 Builth Wells High School, subject to a Estyn report, are working 

together with parents and the Governors to deal with the matters 

highlighted. 

 Builth Primary School have a new Head teacher.  Difficulties maybe 

ahead as a result of falling pupil numbers.  

 Powys County Council has one of the lowest budget settlements for the 

Welsh Assembly.  The priority for spending is Adult Social Care; 

Children Services and Education.  There will be very little else left for 

services outside these areas. 

 Planning applications/notifications to Town Council will no longer be 

in paper format and Councils will have to use IT facilities for their 
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councillors.  Two new planning officers have been employed which 

will increase the efficiency of the department. 

 PCC are working (with a very limited budget) helping local businesses 

and organisations to create jobs and new businesses. 

 Questions to Councillor: Cllr J.Price reported the anomaly of the 

telephone kiosk outside the Wyeside.  It isn’t working and when he 

tried to report it, BT would not accept the report unless made by a 

Government department?  

The Chairman reaffirmed the necessity for the Town Council to think 

now more in the future about aspects that Powys would not pay for and 

like in the past, to work closely with the County Councillor in her 

endeavours supporting the Town. 

Cllr D Jones highlighted a growing problem since the three week 

collection of rubbish, bulk items are now being ‘fly tipped’ outside the 

Co-Op recycling bins.  During the discussion CC York felt that the 

removal of the recycling bins might resolve that problem, as the 

doorstep facilities for recycling are now available to everyone.  Cllr 

L.Jones disagreed with their removal as items such as cardboard which 

did not fit into the blue container would not be collected and there 

would be no other facilities in the Town. 

Other matters raised relating to refuse, was the rough handling of the 

recycling boxes often, given their hard composition, break very 

readily.  PCC do replace them very quickly, but at what cost? 

Recycling Lorries driving about with the container doors open leaving 

a trail of paper litter in the road. 

County Councillor York stated she would look at all comments with 

the relevant departments. 

Cllr M.Prynne reported the very poor road surface of the High Street.  

Council York stated this was a Trunk Road Agency matter together 

with the Welsh Government and would be better dealt with by the 

Council direct. (Clerk to deal) 

It was raised that the tree sculpture in the Groe Park by David 

Williams was in a very poor state.  It had been sometime that PCC had 

agreed to take it down for public safety and has yet to be done. 

The Council asked that when the Councillor brought the matter up they 

could be reminded that this Council would like to retain it to see if it 

could be saved for the Town. 

BW/10/16  Members Consultation. 

To accept into the minutes the telephone consultation 18/12-21/12/15, 

to 1). Approve Mr B Jones as the Architect for the Groe Toilets. 2). To 

begin with immediate effect the position of Project Manager.1 Attached  

                                                             
1 Financial Regulations 11.1(ii) 
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Proposed Cllrs M,.Prynne/B.Reardon Unanimous  

 

BW/11/16  Planning 

None  

BW/12/16  Groe Area Dogs under Control 

Cllr Prynne reported that the involvement of Council members should 

not begin.  This would be in the form of highlighting offending mess.  

Conducting observance of dog owners and bringing to their attention 

their dogs behaviour.  The Clerk will put together the necessary 

equipment.  The Council thought it worth trying again by supplying 

poop bags at their dispensers,. This had been stopped after a lengthy 

trial as a result of the disproportionate number of bags being used in a 

week.  Clerk to arrange the filling up.  The Council also discussed 

other measures that could be available and noted the press release 

supplied by Karen of the Journal newspaper, encouraging residents of 

Builth to take part in a survey by Powys County Council 

(www.powys.gov.uk/consultation) on this very subject. There was also 

published a telephone number residents could report fouling to on 0845 

602 7035 or 01597827465. 

The Chairman opened the meeting to ‘public speaking’ and Mr M 

Price, in a prepared statement (summarised), informed the Council that 

the problem of dog mess was not just confined to the grass areas of the 

Groe Park.  He identified from the Greyhound Public House to the 

mini roundabout, the Old Doctors surgery to the Church Crèche, the 

front gardens of Pendre.  The most popular places on the Groe were, 

Swingy Bridge, from the swimming pool along the fence line for the 

length of the rugby pitches and on the rugby pitch.  The day on day 

effect is now piles of dog mess that are becoming a total health hazard 

with no authority being in charge of cleaning up. 

He stated that he has began a campaign of bringing this to the attention 

of dog owners and users of these areas by placing wooden stakes with 

notes on them. These signs are being damaged and thrown away, he 

has received messages of ridicule, but also messages of support from 

responsible dog owners and the public. And he shall carrying on. 

Mr Price concluded by asking ‘Could Builth Wells Town Council do 

more’, ‘Could Powys County Council do more’. 

The Chairman thanked Mr Price for attending and his contribution to 

the Council meeting.  The Chairman reminded all that the Council has 
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been continuously been concerned and involved in various different 

ways and would continue to look at different methods, but ultimately 

It was for these irresponsible dogs owners to take responsibility. 

Cllr L.Jones (a declared dog owner) felt that if dog owners kept their 

dogs on the lead there could be no excuse in not knowing what their 

dog was doing, far too often these dogs are a long way off to see what 

they are leaving behind.  

It was proposed that the Council re introduce an earlier initiative of 

supplying dog bags.  Cllrs M Prynne/L.Jones   Unanimous  

BW/13/16  Builth Wells Town Projects (BW/119/14) Cllr A Jones. 

It is suggested the seating area opposite the Strand Café, Groe Street, 

whilst the property and responsibility of PCC, needs to be deep cleaned 

as this is the first area that can been seen by visitors to our Town.  The 

Council were show a picture in the guide book of Builth Wells of the 

area 8 years ago, compared to today.  The floor and all seats are 

covered in green algae, the yellow pavement bricks in the design are 

not visible.  Clerk to investigate options. 

BW/14/16  Groe Public Toilets 

Cllr A Jones reported that there are enormous time pressures upon the 

Council imposed by the Welsh Government, to comply with the grant 

conditions. It is intended that from 20th January 2016 these toilets will 

close for approximately one month for the refurbishment.  At the same 

time the Strand Hall Public Toilets will open.  The Chairman extended 

his thanks of the Council to Cllr Jones, knowing the amount of work 

that he had done behind the scene. Proposed in order to keep official 

record of building works (CDM Regulations) a digital camera be 

purchased. Cllr A Jones/B.Watkins Unanimous  

BW/15/16  Builth Wells High School 

   Nothing further outside of the comments made in BW/009/16 

BW/16/16  Highways Store, Smithfield market.  

   Nothing to report at this time 

BW/17/16  Builth Wells Festival 

   Cllr A Richards to report at next meeting 

 BW/18/16  Grant Application 

Cyclh Meithrin, Chairman to report next month on outstanding matters 

in the application. 
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BW/19/16  Vacancy for Town Councillor 

a) The Council had received a letter from Mr D.Ronicle of Tyle 

Heulog.  The Council welcomed his offer and asked the Clerk to 

invite Mr Roncile to the next meeting. 

b) Councillor John P Richards as a result of illness, tendered his 

resignation. The Chairman expressed the Councils sadness from a 

Councillor who for many years was a driving force behind many of 

the large projects undertaken by this Council.  Clerk to contact 

Powys County Council.2 

BW/20/16  Public Transport, Builth and Rural Communities; 

   Awaits the outcome of meetings by County Councillor York. 

BW/21/16  Finance 

a) Acceptance proposed CllrsD.Jones/Jim Price  Unanimous  

 

b) Strand Hall Borrowing Approval update: 

Cllr A Jones reported that a piece of information had been queried 

by WAG, which will be quickly resolved. 

BW/22/16  Correspondence 

a) Builth Wells Post Office: Closure noted 

b) Chris Davies MP, re Post Office: Noted 

c) Builth Wells Community Support: Letter of invitation on formal 

opening. Mayor to formally attend. 

d) Letter from HSBC re closure. Clerk to reply objecting. 

e) Letter from Builth Wells Handbells, acknowledgement of grant. 

Noted 
f) Letter from Builth Wells Town Guide Committee, 

acknowledgement of grant. Noted 

BW/23/16  Saturday Council Surgery 

                                                             
2 Section 87(2) Local Authority Act 1972 

Mr G Evans 

Chq:2681 

Wages December £383.18 approved 

Metrorod 

Chq:2683 

Groe Public Toilets 

Cleaning Drains 

£240.00* approved 

HMRC 

Chq:2682 

HMRC 

Tax payment 3/4 

£287.40 approved 

British 

Gas(Electricity) 

Groe Public 

Toilets 

Chq:2684 

Groe Public Toilets 

Electricity 

£173.28* approved 
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This will be on Saturday 30th January, 1030-12 noon.  Cllr Prynne has 

made posters about the event.  

BW/24/16  Chairman’s Report 

Christmas Lights: These are now down and there will be a de-brief 

meeting on Wednesday 10th February, 7pm  

P,R&F Committee: No reports 

Tasking & Finishing Group (Strand Hall): The Chairman submitted 

the groups’ final report and proposed the Council accept the report and 

conclusion. 

Proposed to accept Cllrs B.Watkins/D.Jones Unanimous  

Clerk to disperse report to include Julie Ann Quinn, Public Service 

Ombudsman: BDO Auditors.  

BW/25/16  Mayor Diary 

Official opening of Builth Wells Community Support Wednesday 20th 

January. 

BW/26/16  Matters for next agenda 

   High Street resurfacing: Cllr Prynne 

   Public Benches: Cllr Reardon 

Meeting Closed 2115 

Council Offices 

Strand Hall 

Strand Street 

Powys LD2 3AA   01982 551568 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………… 

9th February 2016 
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                                            Members Consultation 

Proposal:   1/. To approve the design plan made in conjunction with Mr B Jones (architect) Proposed Cllrs 

M.Prynne/B.Reardon 

2/. To instruct Mr B.Jones (Architect) to be instructed to act as Architect and project manager with 

immediate effect.  Proposed Cllrs M.Prynne/L.Jones                                                                    

Date:18/12/15 

Deadline:20/12/15 

 In Favour Against No Vote Contact 
Date 

Cllr B 
Reardon 

Yes   17/12/15 

Cllr J Price Yes   17/12/15 
Cllr M 
Prynne 

Yes   17/12/15 

Cllr A 
Jones 

Yes   17/12/15 

Cllr B 
Watkins 

Yes   20/12/15 

Cllr B 
Chard 

Yes   19/12/15 

Cllr T 
Layton 

Yes   19/12/15 

Cllr L 
Jones 

Yes   17/12/15 

Cllr A 
Richards 

 
 
 

  NR 

Cllr J 
Richards 

   NR 

Cllr 
D.Jones 

   NR 
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